EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS

Classical Athens:  Education, the Arts, and Philosophy

Homework Questions:  Due Tuesday, 17 January, 2012

Answer each question with at least one paragraph, typed, and double-spaced.
1. What was Herodotus’ contribution to the writing of history?  What makes Herodotus’ book about the Greeks a historical text rather than a story?

2. Why might Thucydides be considered a better historian than Herodotus?

3. Why are Thucydides’, Aristophanes’, and Euripides’ writings negative and critical of the Greeks?  How does this negativity relate to the effects of the Peloponnesian Wars?

4. Explain the significance of Socrates’ quote: “The unexamined life is not worth living.”  What does Socrates mean?

5. What is Plato’s ideal state?  Why is Plato’s ideal state significant?  
